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SCHEME OF POST-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIPS FOR OTHER BACKWARD
CLASSES STUDENTS FOR STUDYING IN INDIA

(Revised w.e.f. 1.07.2011)

Scheme Guidelines :

I. OBJECTIVE

The objective of the scheme is to provide financial assistance to the OBC students shJdying at post-matriculation
or post-secondary stage to enable them to complete their education.

il. scoPE

These scholarships shall be available for studies in India only and will be awarded by the Government of
state/union Territory to which the appricant actua[y berongs. i.e. permanenflv setued.

III. CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY

i' The scholarships will be open to Indian nationals belonging to oBcs, as noufied by the centrat Govt./state
Govt,/ UT Admn.:

ii' These scholarships will be given for the study of all recognized post-matriculation or post-seconoary
courses pursued in recognized institutions with the following exceptions:

"Scholarships shall not be awarded for training courses like Aircraft Maintenance Engineer,s course andPrivate Pilot License courses. courses at Training-Ship Dufferin (Now Rejendra); Co-urses or training at theMilitary college, Dehradun, courses at pre-examination Training cenFeJ or ntt inoia and state levels.,,

iii' only those candidates who belong to oBcs so speciRed in relation to ff|€ state/ur to whi€h the applicantactually belongs, i.e' permanenuy settled and who have passed the Matriculation oinEh", seconoary orany higher examination of a recognized University or Board of Secondary Education wiit oe e1giote.
iv' candidates who, after passing one stage of educauon, are studying in the same stage of education indifferent subject e.g. I' sc. after I.A or B.com. after B.A. or M.A. in a subject after il.A in anomer subiectwill not be eligibte.
r' :!g-"nF.*lg, after having compreted their educationar career in one professionar rine, e.9., LLB afterB.T/8. Ed wi not be etigible.
vi' students studying in xI cla.ss of the Higher Secondary school courses or the xII class of the MultipurposeHigh school will not be eligible for it being a continuous school course. However, in cases, wnere tenth classexamination of such courses is treated as equivalent to Matriculation and students who after passing tenthclass join other courses, such students will be treated as post-matric studenb and will be eligible for theawa rd of schola rships.

vii students pursuing Post-graduate courses in medlcine will be eligible if they are not allowed to practice
during the period of their course.

viii' Students who after failing or passing the Under Graduate/post-Graduate examinatjons inArts/science/commerce join any recognized professional or Technical certificate/dipl;maldegree courseswill be awarded scholarships if otherwise eligible. trto subsequent failure will be condoned excepr courses inGroup'A'and no further change in the course will be alloweo.
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C]-ASSES STUDENTS FOR STUDYING IN INDIA
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ix. Students who pursue their studies through correspondence courses will be eligible towards reimbursement
of non-refundable fee. The term correspondence includes distant and continuing education. Besides
reimbursement of non-refundable fee, such students will also be eligible for an annual allowance of Rs.
9OO/- for essential/prescribed books, as applicable.

x. Only two boys of the same pa rents,/gua rd ia n will be entitled to receive scholarships. This restriction will,
however, not apply to girls. Accordingly, scholarship availed by girls of same parents/guardian will not
adversely affect admissibility of availing scholarship upto two boys of same parents/guardian.

xi' A scholarship holder under this Scheme will not hold any other scholarship/stjpend. If awarded any other
schola rship/stipend, the studenb can exercise his/her option for either of the two scholarships/stipends,
whichever is more beneficial to him/her and should inform the awarding authority through the Head of the
Institution about the opuon made. No scholarship will be paid to the students undlr this scheme from the
date he/she accepts any other scholarships/stipend. The student can however, accept free lodging or agrant or ad-hoc monetary help from the State Government or any other source for the purchase of books,
equipment or For meetjng the expenses on board and lodging, in addition to the scholarship amount paid
under this Scheme.

xii' Scholarship holders who are receiving coaching in any of the pre-examination training centers with financial
assistance from the central Governmenvstate Government will not be eligible for stiieno under the
coaching schemes for the duratjon of the coaching programme.

xiii Employed students whose income combined with the income of their parents/guardians ooes not exceedRs' 1.00 lakh per annum shall be eligible for post-matric scholarships to the extent of reimbursement of allcompulsorily payable non-refundable fees.
xiv' In case of unemployed students whose pa rents/gua rdia ns income from all sources does not exceed Rs.1.00 lakh per annum will be entided for the scholarship under tie Scheme.

Note 1: so long as either of the parents (or husband in the case of married unemployed girl students) are alive,only income of the parents/husband, as the case may be, from all sources has to o" t"t"i into account and of noother members even though they may be earning. In the form of income declaration, income ts to be declared onthis basis. only in the case where both the parents (or husband in the case of married but unemptoyed girl
student) have died, the income of the guardian who is supporting the student in his/her studies has to be takeninto consideration. such students whose parent's income is affected due to unfortunate death of one of earnlngparents and resultantly comes within the income ceiling prescribed under the scheme, shall become eligible forscholarship, subject to their fulfilling other conditions of eligibility, from the month in which such sad incidencetakes place' Applications for scholarships from such students can be considered euen urte. iapse of last date ofreceipt of applications, on compassionate grounds.

Note 2: House Rent Allowance received by the parents of a student be exempted from the compubtion of'income' if the same has been permitted to be exempted for purpose of Income_Tax.

Note 3: Income certificate is required to be taken once only, i.e. at the time of admission to courses, which arecontinuing for more than one year.

IV. VALUE OF SCHOLARSHIP

The value of scholarship will include Maintenance Allowance, Reader charges for blind students, reimbursement ofcompulsory non-refundable fees, study Tour charges/thesis typing/printing charges and book a owance forstudents pursuing correspondence course, for complete duration of the course aiper details given below:-
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i) Maintenance Allowance

Course of (1)

(Rs. P€r Month)
Rate of

Maintenance
Allowance

Group A
(i) Degree and Post craduate
level courses including M.phil.,
Ph.D. and Post Doctoral
researcn
in Medicine (Allopathic, Indian
and other recognized systems of
medicines), Engineering,
Technology, Planning,
Architecture, Design, Fashion
Technology. Agriculture,
Veterinary &
Allied Sciences, Management,
Business Finance/
Administration, Computer
Science/Applications.
(ii) Commercial Pilot License
(including helicopter pilot and
multiengine rating) course.
(iii) Post Graduate Diploma
courses in various branches of
management & medicine.
(iv) C.A./I.C.W.A./c.S./r.C.F.A.
etc.
(v) M. Phil., Ph.D. and post
Doctoral Programmes (D. Litt.,
D.Sc. etc.).
(vi) L.L.M.

"",t'l"'". ""["ir[*'
750 350

Group B 335
(i) Graduate/PosVGraduate
courses leading to Degree,
Diploma, Certificate in areas like
Pharmacy (8. Pharrna ), Nursin€.
(B Nursing), LLB, BFS, other
para-medial branches like
rehabilitation diagnostjcs etc.,
Mass Communication, Hotel
Management & Catering,
Tra vel/fourism/Hospita lity
Management, Interior
Decoration, Nutrition & Dietetics_
Commercial Art. Financial
Services (e.9. Banking,
Insurance. Taxation etc.) for
which entrance qualification is
minimum Sr. Secondary (10+2).
(ii) Post Graduate courses not
covered under Group A e.g,

510
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. lvlA/M.Sc./M.Com/
M.Ed./M.Pharma etc.

Group C
All other courses leading to a
graduate degree not covered
underGroupA&Be.g.
BA/B.Sc./B.Com etc.

t..'
i 400 ltn

Group D
All post-matriculation level non-
degree courses for which
entra nce qualification is High
School
(Class X), e.9. senior secondary
certificate (class xI and xu);
both general and vocatjona I

stream, ITI courses, 3 year
diploma courses in Polytechnics,
erc,

260 160
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Note:1@
CPL course shall be covered under Group 'A'. The number of awards for CPL will be 20 per annum. Consequent
upon receiving applications from concerned students, concerned State Governments/UT Admns., should scrutinize
them for determining their eligibility under the Scheme and thereafter inumate the number of eligible applications
for CPL training (with their names) for each financial year to Ministry of Socialjustice & Empowerment (their
applications need not be sent to the Ministry). Upon receipt of such information, Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment will give clearance to the concerned States/UTs on the first come first-serve basis upto 20 awards
for the counBy as a whole. The selected candidates will be provided a maintenance allowance at rates applicable
to Group 'A' courses, i.e. Rs. 750 per month for hostlers and Rs. 350 per month for day scholars. In addition, an
amount of Rs.5000/- per flying hour in single/muluengine aircraft for 200 hours will be paid. No other component
of expenditure will be admisslble for cPL courses under the scheme. The expenditure of the selected candidates
will be paidlborne by the concerned State GovernmenvuT Admn. out of their central allocation of funds.

Note 2: Scholars who are entitled to Free boarding and/or lodging will be paid maintenance chargers at 1/3rd of
hostellers'rate.

ii) Reader Charqes for blind students (Blind Scholars)

The blind scholars will be given additional amount as 'Readers charges'as mentioned below:-

Group Reader Allowance (Rs. p,m.)
Iii Group A,B !75

iii ) Fees

scholars will be paid enrolmenvregistration, tuiUon, games, union, library. magazine, medical examination and
such other fees compulsorily payable by the scholar to the institution or University/Board. Refundable deposit-like
cauuon money, security deposit will, however, be excluded.

iv) Studv Tours

Study tour charges upto a maximum of Rs. 9OO/- per annum limited to the actual expenditure Incurred by the
student on transportation charges etc., will be paid to the scholars studying professional and technical courses,
provided that the head of the institution certifies that the study tour is essential for the scholar for completion of
his/her course of studv.

V) Th€sis Tvoinq /Printinq charoes

Thesis typing/printing charges upto a maximum of Rs, 10OO will be paid to research scholars on me
recommendation of the Head of the Institution.
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V. SELECTION OF CANDIDATES

All the eligible Other Backward Classes candidates will be given scholarships subject to the condition of eligibility
prescribed in para III of this Scheme. Candidates belonging to one State. but studying in another State, will be
awarded scholarship by the State to which they belong and will submit their applicatjons to the comDetent
authorities in that state. In the matter of exemption from fees or other concessions also, they will be treated as if
they were studying in their own State.

VI. DURATION AND RENEWAL OF AWARDS

i. The award once made will be tenable from the stage at which it is given to the completion of course subject
to good conduct and regularity in attendance. It will be renewed from year to year provided that within a
course, which is continuous for a number of years, the scholar secures promotion to the next higher class
irrespective of the fact whether such examinations are conducted by a University or the Institution.

ii. If an OBC scholar pursuing Group A course fails in the examination for the first time, the award may be
renewed. For second and subsequent failures in any class the sfudent shall bear his/her own expenses until
he/she secures promotion to the next higher class.

iii' If a scholar is unable to appear in the annual examination owing to illness and or on account of any other
unforeseeable event, the award may be renewed for the next academic year on submission of medical
certificate and,/or other required sufficient proof to the satisfaction of the Head of the Institution and his/her
certifying that the scholar would have passed had he appeared in the examination.

iv' If according to the Regulations of a University/Institution, a student is promoted to the next higher class
even though he/she may not have actually passed in lower class and is required to take examination of thejunior class again after sometime, he/she will be entitled to scholarship for the class to which he/she ispromoted if the student is otherwise eligible for scholarshrD.

VII. PAYMENT

i' Maintenance charqes shall be payable from 1st April or from the month of admission , whichever is later, tothe month in which the examination are completed attie end of the academic year.linctuJrng maintenance
during holidays) provided that if the scholar secures admission after the 2oth day of a month, the amountwill be made from the month following the month of admission.

ii ln case of renewal of scholarships awarded in the previous years, maintenance charges will be paid fromthe month following the month up to which scholarship was paid in the previous v"u.l ir tt 
" 

course of studyis continuous.

iii' All scholars are expected to purchase the necessary text books. sbtionary etc., out of the maintenance
allowance sanctioned. If it is reported by the Head of the concerned Institution that a scholar is withouttext-books stationary etc., the value of the scholarship may be reduced at the discretion of the authorirysanctioning the scholarship.

iv' The scholarship money will be paid to the selected students by the government of the state/Union
Territory's Administration to which they belong in accordance with the procedure laid down by them in thisrega rd.

v' Scholarship will not be paid for the period of internship/ housemanship in the M.B.B.s. course or for apractical training in other course if the student is in receipt of some remuneration ourinl-tne internshipperiod or some allowance/stipend during the practical training in other course.
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VIII. MODE OF DISBURSAL OF SCHOLARSHIP

In order to ensure timely payment of scholarshap amount to the beneficiaries, the State Government/UT
administrations are requested to avoid cash payment of scholarship amount and are required to issue instructions
to all concerned that payment of scholarship should be made to beneficiaries through their accounts in post
offices/banks with Ohased transition to Smart Cards.

IX. OTHER CONDITIONS FOR THE AWARD

i' The scholarship is dependent on the satisfactory progress and conduct of the scholars, If it is reported by
the Head of the InstihJtion at any time that a scholar has, by reasons oF his/her own act or default, failed to
make satisfactory progress or has been guilty of misconduct such as resorting to or participating in strikes,
irregularity in attendance without the permission of the authorities concerned etc., the authority sanctioning
the scholarships may either cancel the scholarships or stop or withhold further payment of such period as it
may think fit.

ii. If a student is found to have obtained a scholarship by false statement his/her scholarshtp wi be cancelled
forthwith and the amount of the scholarship paid will be recovered, at the discretion of the concerned State
Government' The student concerned will be blacklisted and debarred for scholarship in any scheme for
ever,

iii' A scholarship awarded may be cancelled if the scholar changes the subject of the course of shjdy for which
the scholarship were originally awarded or changes the institution of study, without prior approval of thestate Government. The Head of the Institution shall report such cases to lhem and stop payment of the
scholarship money. The amount already paid may also be recovered at the discrebon of the State
Government.

iv. A scholar is liable to refund the scholarship amount at the discrebon of the state Government, if during thecourse of the year, the studies for which the scholarship has been awarded, is discontinued by him/her.
v' The provisions of the scheme can be changed at any time at the discretion of the Government of India.

X. ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE SCHEME

All the state Governments/uT Admns. will announce in May-lune, the details of the Scheme and invite applications
by issuinq an advertisement in the leadinq newspapers of ihe state and through other media ouffits. All requestsfor application forms and other particulars should be addressed to the concerned state/UT to which students
actually belong. The applicant should submit the completed application to the prescribed authority before the lastdare prescribed for receipt of applicaUons.

XI. PROCEDURE FOR APPLYING

i) An application for scholarship to the prescribed authority should comorise:

a. one copy of the application for scholarship in the prescribed form (separate application form may beprescribed by concerned state Governmenvur for'fresh'and ,renewa| schorarship).
b one copy of the passport size photograph with signatures of the student thereon (for fresh scholarship)
c' one attested copy each of certificates/diploma/degree etc., in respect of all examinabon passed
d' A certificate (in original) of caste signed by an authorized Revenue officer not below the rank of Tehsildar.
e An income declaration by the parents/guardians. stating definite income from all sources by way of incomecertification from emproyer arong with the affidavit on non-Judiciar stamp paper.
f' A receipt in acknowledgement of the scholarship in the previous year on the form anachej to the

application only duly countersigned by the Head of the Institution concerned, if the applicant was in receipt
of a scholarship under this Scheme in the preceding year,

ii) Application complete in all respect shall be submifted to the Head of the Instjtution being attended or last
attended by the candidates and shall be addressed to an officer specified for this purpose 

-by 
the Government ofState/Union Territory to which the student belongs in accordance with the instructions issued by them from time totime.
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XII. 'FUNDS.I-IMITED'NATURE OF THE REVISED SCHEME AND PROCEDURE FOR CAPPING

Even under the exisung PMS-OBC Scheme, due to budgetary constraint, in practice, it has not been possible for
the central Government to provide assistance for giving scholarship to all eligible studenb. Therefore, a notional
allocation (NA) under the Scheme was being conveyed at the beginning of the financial year since 2OO8-09 to
States/UTs having oBc population, in proportion to their total population as per census and they were being
requested to send proposals within the NA. This is now being formalized under the revised Scheme, as per broad
Drocedure outlined below:-

i. At the beginning of the financial year, notional allocation(NA) of funds of States/UTs will be made by this
Ministry, from the overall annual outlay of the Scheme, on the basis of population of each State/UT,
excluding states/UTs having no nobfied list of OBCS (viz, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland and Lakshadweep).

ii' States/UTs will sub-allocate their NA, district-wise and group-wise, for all non-professiona I courses.
However, such sub-allocation would not be necessary for professional courses, as instituttons ofprofessional education tend to be concentrated in major cities/centres. The State Government is expected
to lay down criteria for selection for award of scholarship under both types of courses-professional and
non-professional, to the extent of available funds, based on merit-cum_mea ns.

iii' States will earmark at least 250lo of the total outlay under the Scheme for Group D courses which include,
class-xl and xII and all other post-matrlculation level non-degree courses, diploma courses in potytechnics
etc' Such earmarking would encourage more oBc students to join entry-level courses of tertiary educatjon
which would enable them subsequently to take up courses leading to hlgher qualifications,

iv' states/UTs will incur expenditure under the Scheme at least to the extent of "central asststance or NA plus
their committed liability". and should normally limit the number of scholarships accordingly. However, tirey
would be free to allocate funds from the State-Plan, over and above the level of their committed liability
plus the central Assistance received, for funding additional scholarships under the scheme. Any such
additional expenditure will have to be borne by the State GovernmenvuT Administration itself, over and
above their committed liability, and will generally not be eligible for reimbursement from the cenb.e,
However. additional expenditure incurred by a state/UT beyond the level of central Assrstance may be
considered for reimbursement by the central Government, to the extent of availability of savings (mainly
from states which are not able to fully avail of their notional allocation, for any reason;, towards the end ofa fina ncia I year.

v Central assistance given to a State/UT would have to be first utilized to cover renewal cases (i.e studenb
already awarded scholarships during the previous years against central Assistance), and only the balance
amount left may be uulized to cover new cases.

The above lays down the broad principles and procedure for implementing the 'Capping, feature. Each StateGovernment may work out its state-specific detailed modalities for implementing ihe Scappingo feature of therevised PMS-oBc Scheme, keeping in view the above broad principles/ proceduie and- its own crrcumstances, and
send to this Ministry quidelines issued and any amendmenE thereto. in this behalf to the implementing agencies,
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XIII. FUNDING PATTERN OF THE SCHEME

The Scheme is implemented by the State Governments and Union Territories, which receive 100Vo central
assistance from Government of India under the Scheme, over and above their respective Committed Liability, The
level of Committed Liability of respecbve State Governments/Union Territory Administrations for a year is
equivalent to the level of actual expenditure incurred by them under the Scheme during the terminal year of the
last Five Year Plan Period and is required to be borne by them for which they are required to make required
provision in their own budget. However, the North Eastern States have been exempted from making their own
budgetary provisions towards Committed Uability.

XIV. TRANSFER OF ADDITIONAL COMMITTED LIABILITY TO STATES

Under Centrally Sponsored Schemes, recurring expenditure of the terminal year of a Five year plan gets
transferred to States as their committed liability, from the first year of the next Five year plan. In the instant case,
however, as the revision is taking place in the last year of the XI Five Year Plan, Government of India have
decided, as a special case, that additional commifted llability arlsing on account of the r€vision of the
Scheme w.e.f. o1.o7.2o11 shall be passed on to the States/ UTs at the end of the xII Five year plan (i.e.
w.e.f. O1.O4.2o17) and not at the end of tlre XI Plan. However, committed liability as per old scholarship
rates, at the end of the XI Plan, will get transferred to States/UTs with effect from L4,2c.12, as per past practice.
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XV. MONITORING

The monitoring of the financial and physical performance of the Scheme will be done through seeking detailed
informaton from the Agencies implementing the Scheme. On the physical aspects the Agencies implementing the
Scheme will be required to furnish Quarterly Progress Reports regarding the number of beneficiaries receivinq
award under the Scheme, both class-wise and gender-wise. On the financial side, details of actual expenditure
incurred during the last financial year and expenditure proposed for the present financial year will be submitted by
the Agencies concerned. The Agencies implementing the scheme will also be insisted upon to submit the latest
audited accounts.

XVI. EVALAUTION

The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment may get the scheme evaluated by entrusting a research study to
reputed institutions/agencies, on the performance of the Scheme in different parts of the country, under this
Ministry's Scheme of Research and Training.
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